
From: Tim Nolan <tnolangroup@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2020 1:14 PM
To: Tim Nolan <tnolangroup@gmail.com>
Subject: Sachem name and logo

 

To the School Committee and Select Board,

Thank you for all of your hard work during this very difficult and challenging time.  I know that you 

are working hard to come up with the safest solution for children in the Town of Winchester to get 

back to school and learning this coming school year.  I trust that most of your time and effort will be 

dedicated to this mission.

However, I also know that there also has been a growing discussion on the use of the Sachem name 

and logo taking away from this vital task of reentry into education.  I wrote an Op-Ed a month back 

and sent it to each of you.  I had consulted with and continue to work with the Native American 

Guardians Association of America (NAGA) (http://naguardians.org/) and their attorneys to make sure

that I have a thorough understanding of the name "Sachem".  Although mascots and logos that use 

indigenous references are looked at on a case by case basis, a Board Member of the NAGA assured 

me that the Sachem is a clear case of a name that is not offensive and should be preserved and 

used for further education and support.  This Board member is a native and willing to participate 

in a Town discussion and I can arrange for that.  He himself felt as though "it would be a shame if a 

vocal minority was to eradicate a very prideful Native name and tradition" in our town. 

I had submitted my original op-ed and others to the Winchester Star, the Daily Times Chronicle, the 

Boston Globe, and the Boston Herald.  My op-ed was never published and never responded to by 

any of the editors.  However, I have noticed that many opposition Op-Ed's (that were factually 

untrue) were and continue to be published.  This is a sad reality in today's world.

A very large group of Town Residents have begun the process to get the Sachem name and logo on 

the next town wide vote (March 2021) as a non-binding referendum.  They are also looking forward 

to the Zoom meeting on Tuesday 7/21.  I believe that open discussions for the next 6+ months, 

hearing both sides, would be very beneficial.  I am happy to invite representatives from the Native 

American Guardians Association to a town forum.  There is also a looming MA State Senate Bill 

(S.247) that would completely erase all Native references from schools in our Commonwealth.  I am 

working with the NAGA on this as well.  I understand that if this Bill passes, you as the town 

leadership would have your hands tied.  However, for the time being a series of discussions and 

open educational forums culminating in a non-binding referendum in March 2021 is the most 

prudent path forward.

Thank you again for all that you are working on and continue to work on on behalf of the residents 

of Winchester.

Sincerely,

Tim Nolan

35 Everett Ave

Winchester MA  01890

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fnaguardians.org%2f&c=E,1,0CJwwxDkJbyRu6DyS72ks_ORCrBL-oc8cVvADC8UUNCYuggiOdSIFU2FcxFgxm-y6j2da4bBw5OudAW8wHjFSnMex5EeuPsGDl44e6Ojmi4d0jBj&typo=1



