
To: Select Board

From: Lisa Wong, Town Manager

Re: Liquor License Fees – recommendation

Date: 9/30/20

The Select Board asked for a recommendation for reducing or eliminating fees related to liquor licenses. 

The impacted businesses are compiled in the chart below. 
Business Type Section Seats Yearly Fee Open/Closed 50% reduction 25% reduction Seating since

Wine and Malt - 6 allowed

A Tavola Restaurant 12 Wine and Malt 24 2,500 open 1,250 1,875 mid-June

Mitho Restaurant 12 Wine and Malt 24 2,500 open 1,250 1,875 mid-June

Sakura Restaurant 12 Wine and Malt 24 2,500 open 1,250 1,875 take out only

Swanton Street Diner Restaurant 12 Wine and Malt 24 2,500 open 1,250 1,875 late june

Comella's Restaurant 12 Wine and Malt 27 2,500 open 1,250 1,875 take out only

OPEN

All Alcohol (70 seats) - 5 allowed

Black Horse Tavern Restaurant 12 All Alcohol 70 3,500 open 1,750 2,625 mid-June

First House Pub Restaurant 12 All Alcohol 70 3,500 open 1,750 2,625 mid-June

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

All Alcohol (100 seats) - 5 allowed

China Sky Restaurant 12 All Alcohol 100 3,500 open 1,750 2,625 mid-June

Lucia Ristorante Restaurant 12 All Alcohol 100 3,500 open 1,750 2,625 mid-June

TWK the waterfield kitchen Restaurant 12 All Alcohol 100 3,500 open 1,750 2,625 mid-June

OPEN

OPEN

Club

Christopher Columbus Club Club 12 All Alcohol 2,000 closed 1,000 1,500

Elks Lodge Club 12 All Alcohol 2,000 closed 1,000 1,500

Sons of Italy Club 12 All Alcohol 2,000 closed 1,000 1,500

VFW Club 12 All Alcohol 2,000 closed 1,000 1,500

Wine and Malt - 2 allowed

OPEN Package Store 15 Wine and Malt

D'Agostino Package Store 15 Wine and Malt 2,500 open 1250 1875 never closed

All Alcohol - 3 allowed

Pairings Package Store 15 All Alcohol 2,500 open 1,250 1,875 never closed

Liquor Junction Package Store 15 All Alcohol 2,500 open 1,250 1,875 never closed

Wine Country Package Store 15 All Alcohol 2,500 open 1,250 1,875 never closed

TOTAL FEES $48,000 $24,000 $36,000

The following is the annual revenue received for the past 5 fiscal years:

FY16 $40,550
FY17 $52,575
FY18 $38,150
FY19 $45,800
FY20 $38,150

Recommendation: Reduce the fees by at least 50% and waive the $125 filing fee. The impact will result 

in less revenue, however this can be covered by the difference in state aid to be received and budgeted. 

There is a further recommendation to waive the $50 outdoor heater fees for businesses, which we 

receive a few at most each year. This year we hope to increase those using outdoor heaters to extend 

the outdoor dining season. Businesses will still need to work with the Fire Department to adhere to 

safety guidelines and obtain a permit. 




