
SB Land Acknowledgment (9/30/20)

I would like to acknowledge that we are holding this meeting on the 
ancestral homelands of the Massachusett people, an Indigenous people 
who were tied by kinship to the Narragansett, Nipmuck, Pawtucket, 
Penacook, and Wampanoag. These and other tribal nations lived on these 
lands for thousands of years before European colonists arrived and their 
descendants still live among us. 

Winchester is on land of the Saunkswa of Missitekw, who led her people 
through epidemics, war, and displacement in the 1600s. 

She signed many land deeds in the 1630s, repeatedly reserving the right to 
stay on the land to follow her traditional way of life.  

As part of the town government of Winchester, we acknowledge our 
responsibility now to be good stewards of this land and that
many Indigenous people from all over the country now live in our state and 
our town, attend our schools, and contribute to our community in myriad 
ways.


