
  TOWN OF WINCHESTER
SELECT BOARD MEETING

Thursday , May 7, 2020
Record

OPENING

Chair Michael Bettencourt called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM via Zoom remote participation due to
the State of Emergency COVID-19. Present were Select Board members Vice Chair Susan Verdicchio,
Jacqueline A. Welch, Mariano Goluboff and Amy Shapiro. Also present was Town Manager Lisa Wong.
(Note – due to the remote participation all Select Board votes are roll call votes.) 

BUSINESS

1. State of Emergency – The Board of Health is asking the Select Board to approve the extension
of the Realtor Emergency Order restricting in-person showings of real property.

*Motion That the Select Board approve the emergency order of the Board of Health
to restrict showings of real property to remain in effect until at least May 18,
2020 or until the Governor’s order is lifted.

Verdicchio – Welch
Roll Call: Verdicchio, Welch, Shapiro, Goluboff, Bettencourt VOTED

Jen Murphy, Health Director, is working to get funding for the testing of residents living in long
term housing facilities. She has close to 5000 disposable masks to hand out to residents 70 &
older and the most vulnerable. Ms. Murphy is also working with Phillip Beltz, Council on Aging
Director, to deliver masks to those who are home bound.

Mary Ellen Lannon, Town Clerk, requested that the Select Board approve the interdepartmental
transfer of $15,000 from the Police Patrol Permanent Salary Line item to the Town Clerk’s
Professional Services line item to cover the cost of the remote town meeting.

*Motion That the Select Board authorize the Town Clerk’s request to transfer from the
Police Patrol Permanent Salary Account #0121121-51101 to Town Clerk
Professional Services account #0116102-53118 in the amount of $15,000.

Verdicchio – Shapiro
Roll Call: Verdicchio, Welch, Shapiro, Goluboff, Bettencourt VOTED

The Board discussed the re-opening of the Town, and Ms. Wong informed them that a Town re-
opening committee is being developed with representation from community groups in town.
The State will be offering guidelines for the soft re-opening.

2. Waterfield Crossing for Tri-Community Bike Path – Discussion centered on what type of
crosswalk should be installed, a raised crosswalk will cost $20,000 to $25,000 as opposed to
having DPW do a surface level crosswalk with curb cuts. David Anderson, Traffic &
Transportation Advisory Committee, attended the meeting and spoke to the need of having the
painted crosswalk for the present and the raised crosswalk could be done after the train station
renovation is done. Toole Design has submitted a proposal to do an evaluation of the area for
$9,000. Ms. Rudolph recommended that, at the very least, a sight distance evaluation should
be done by Toole Design to make sure that cars have adequate time to respond to anyone in
the crosswalk. Mr. Goluboff was in favor of installing the raised crosswalk but if we are just
going to do the surface level crosswalk then we do not need to spend the money for the study.
Chair Bettencourt strongly felt that the study should be done.
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*Motion That the Select Board does not move ahead with the Toole evaluation at this
time. We do go ahead and have DPW do the curb cuts and bike path
markings, provided that DPW does the work after the construction project at
Mystic Valley Parkway and Waterfield Road has been completed.

Verdicchio – Welch
Roll Call: In favor:  Goluboff, Verdicchio, Shapiro, Welch VOTED
Not in favor:  Bettencourt           (Motion passes 4-1)

3. Fire Fighters, Police Patrol & Police Superior Officers Contracts – Chair Bettencourt opened
the discussion with a motion to not renew the contracts and go into Executive Session to
discuss the MOUs. Ms. Verdicchio is concerned that we may be going into a deep recession for
the next few years and may not be able to afford the increases. Ms. Wong stated that from an
operational standpoint she strongly disagrees with the motion. She has factored in the
increases into the budget up to FY2024. Mr. Goluboff also agreed with Ms. Wong, there has
been a ton of work put into these MOUs and the Select Board has reviewed everything.  

*Motion That the Select Board reconsider the MOUs for the Fire Fighters, Police
Superior Officers and Police Patrol.

Verdicchio – Welch
Roll Call: In favor:  Verdicchio, Shapiro, Welch, Bettencourt VOTED
Not in favor:  Goluboff                (Motion passes 4-1)

4. General Topics
a. MBTA – The MBTA submitted 343-page plans for the Town MBTA committee to review and

the committee is submitting a letter with comments and questions to MBTA.
b. Citizen Warrant Article – Ms. Wong told the Board that the citizens of the Citizens Petition

are in favor of having their article postponed to the Fall Town Meeting. As a procedural
motion the Board needs to vote to postpone the article to the Fall Town Meeting.

*Motion That the Select Board defer the Citizens Petition for Town Meeting by Mr.
Nagamoto and Mr. Miller to Fall Town Meeting.

Verdicchio – Welch
Roll Call: Verdicchio, Welch, Shapiro, Goluboff, Bettencourt VOTED

c. Budget Update – The Budget Advisory Committee met on Wednesday to review the budget
and some departments were able to make cuts that totaled a savings of $50,000 to
$60,000. Ms. Wong also informed the Board that St. Mary’s school is closing and there will
be 35 students coming into the Town’s schools. The Finance Committee will have to revisit
the implications that this will have on the School Budget. The budget is an ongoing
discussion and the Finance Committee will be voting the final budget, which will be
presented to Town Meeting, on May 14th.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

*Motion: That the Select Board adjourn to Executive Session for the purpose of
discussing matters related to MGL Ch. 30 §21(a) 6 - To consider the
purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property if the chair declares that
an open meeting may have detrimental effect on the negotiating position of
the governmental body; MGL Ch. 30 §21(a)3 – To discuss strategy with
respect to union contract negotiations, specifically the Firefighters, Police
Patrol Officers and Police Superior Officers.

Verdicchio - Welch
Roll Call:  Verdicchio, Welch, Shapiro, Goluboff, Bettencourt VOTED
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*Motion: That the Select Board adjourn from Executive Session to Public Session, not
to return to Executive Session.

Verdicchio - Welch
Roll Call:  Verdicchio, Welch, Shapiro, Goluboff, Bettencourt VOTED

Chair Bettencourt continued the May 7th Winchester Select Board meeting. The Select Board has
just been in discussions on the negotiations in Executive Session and are now taking a motion
pursuant to those conversations to approve the contracts.

*Motion: That the Select Board rescind our vote to reconsider the Memorandum of
Agreements for the Police Patrol, Police Superior Officers and Fire Fighters.

Verdicchio - Welch
Roll Call:  Verdicchio, Welch, Shapiro, Goluboff, Bettencourt VOTED

*Motion That the Select Board approve the Memorandum of Agreement with the
Police Patrol Association.

Verdicchio – Welch
Roll Call: Verdicchio, Welch, Shapiro, Goluboff, Bettencourt VOTED

*Motion That the Select Board approve the Memorandum of Agreement with the
Police Superiors Association.

Verdicchio - Welch
Roll Call: Verdicchio, Welch, Shapiro, Goluboff, Bettencourt VOTED

*Motion That the Select Board approve the Memorandum of Agreement with the Fire 
Fighters Association.

Verdicchio - Welch
Roll Call: Verdicchio, Welch, Shapiro, Goluboff, Bettencourt VOTED

ADJOURNMENT : 12:55 PM

*Motion: That the Select Board adjourn for the day.
Verdicchio – Welch
Roll Call: Verdicchio, Welch, Shapiro, Goluboff, Bettencourt VOTED

Respectfully submitted, Lisa Wong, Town Manager




