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Backyard Chickens in Winchester Massachusetts
Winchester allows the keeping of hens (female chickens) under the conditions below.  
Roosters (male chickens) are prohibited AND are not necessary for hens to lay eggs.

	DO I HAVE ENOUGH SPACE?
	· Minimum lot size: 6500 Square Feet for 3 hens
· Lot size more than 6500 Square Feet: can have up to 6 hens

	WHERE WOULD I KEEP THEM?
	· A coop (henhouse) is required to shelter the hens

· Must have a minimum interior floor surface of at least 2 square feet per bird

· A Pen (run) is required

· Must have minimum ground surface of at least 5 square feet per bird
Predator proofing is critical.  Learn the basics of coop safety to keep chickens safe from harm. 

	WHERE COULD THE COOP GO?
	· Structure must be:

· In the backyard

· 10 feet from lot line 

· 20 feet from all residential dwellings including yours

	COULD I LET MY CHICKENS FREE RANGE?
	· Free-ranging of adult hens may be allowed with Board of Health (BOH) of Approval AND under the following conditions:
·  There is a fully enclosed fenced-in yards

·  Hens are supervised at all times while roaming 

	WHERE SHOULD I STORE THEIR FOOD?


	· Keeping food from contamination and attracting rodents is vital:
· Feed must be stored in a water tight, rodent-proof storage container with a sealable lid.  (Recommend a galvanized garbage can with food kept in original bag.  Keep can off the ground and out of sun to prevent molding)
· Never use feed which has become damp or moldy – mold spores can poison your birds.

	HOW OFTEN WOULD I HAVE TO CLEAN THE COOP?
	· Regular coop cleaning varies based on size of coop and number of chickens.  Cleaning is critical to preventing chicken disease, minimizing odors, breeding of flies, and attraction of rodents.
· Clean out droppings in coop as necessary and replace wood shavings.

· Chicken poop makes great compost and is the ideal way to handle droppings.  If not possible to compost, store droppings and soiled shavings in a sealed container and frequently remove from property (bagged and thrown in along with other household trash for final disposal).
· Disinfect the coop at least twice a year and more as necessary.  (Cleaning approach for your reference: www.wikihow.com/Clean-a-Chicken-Coop)


WHAT DO I DO NEXT IF I MEET THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS AND WANT TO GET HENS?
Review requirements and complete a permit application.  Both available at Board of Health office or online: 
· https://www.winchester.us/DocumentCenter/View/4285/Reg-KeepingofAnimals-Final-2014 
· https://www.winchester.us/DocumentCenter/View/4284/AnimalApplication 
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For more information and great resources on raising backyard chickens go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.backyardchickens.com" �www.backyardchickens.com�
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