Health
AS OF 3/20/20. SUBJECT TO CHANGE

COVID-19 Status


As of March 19, the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in
Massachusetts stands at 328



Expect a spike as testing capacity grows. The state and federal
government is currently working to increase testing capacity.
Massachusetts Health and Human Services Secretary Marylou
Sudders said that by Monday March 23, the state hopes to have the
capacity to process 3,500 tests.



On March 12th, the State passed a $15 Million Coronavirus aid
package to help prevent the spread of the virus and to treat people
who are sick. The bill doesn't offer additional instructions as to how
the money is to be used, but Charlie Baker said that he anticipates
a large portion of the money will be directed into communities for
first responders and local boards of health.

Prepare and Take Action
Resources


Winchester.us/coronavirus



Massachusetts 2-1-1



cdc.gov/coronavirus/



Your primary care doctor



National Guard activated

Accommodations & Closures


All childcare centers are to close on starting Monday, March 23. Emergency
essential childcare services will be provided for workers engaged in the outbreak
containment effort.



Public and private schools are still poised to remain closed until April 7th at this
time.



Winchester service industries such as nail and hair salons, massage parlors are
closed until further notice per order of the Board of Health



Winchester Closed Parks, Playgrounds, Fields



Grocery stores have special hours for seniors



All public visits to nursing homes and assisted living facilities are banned except for
end-of-life issues.



Hospitals are banned from performing non-essential elective procedures until
further notice.



The Massachusetts Trial Courts are closed to the public, except for emergency
matters through at least April 6th.

Projects
AS OF 3/20/20. SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Status of Projects
Town Projects



Traffic Improvements
(McCall, Church/Waterfield
Public School
Improvements (McCall,
Parkhurst, Lynch)



Bridge Work (Lake Street,
Waterfield)



Waterfield Lot
Development

Non-Town Projects


MBTA Commuter Rail



Eversource 115kv and
345kv



River Street 40B Housing

Traffic Projects

MBTA

Project Timing

Resources &
Regulations
AS OF 3/20/20. SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Federal Legislation (pending)


Cash payments of up to $1,200 would go to individuals,
with up to $2,400 for couples. The sum would increase by
$500 for every child. The check totals would start to
phase out above $75,000 in adjusted gross income
based on 2018 tax returns. People with no federal tax
liability would get only $600.



Extend the tax filing deadline to July 15 from April 15.



The ability for corporations to delay estimated tax
payments until Oct. 15. Employers and self-employed
people could delay payroll taxes.

Massachusetts Business tax Extension


Administrative tax relief measures for small local businesses which
have been impacted by the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak,
especially in the restaurant and hospitality sectors.



This tax relief includes postponing the collection of regular sales tax,
meals tax, and room occupancy taxes that would be due in March,
April, and May so that they will instead be due on June 20.



Additionally, all penalties and interest that would otherwise apply
will be waived. Businesses that paid less than $150,000 in regular
sales plus meals taxes in the year ending February 29, 2020 will be
eligible for relief for sales and meals taxes, and business that paid
less than $150,000 in room occupancy taxes in the year ending
February 29, 2020 will be eligible for relief with respect to room
occupancy taxes.

Economic Injury Disaster Loan


The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) will offer lowinterest federal disaster loans for working capital to
Massachusetts small businesses suffering substantial
economic injury as a result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).
Affected small businesses and nonprofits should download,
complete, and submit this SBA EIDL Worksheet and
Instructions.



To apply: https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela



Completed forms may be submitted by email to
Disaster.Recovery@mass.gov or by fax to (508) 820-1401. If
submitting by fax, please include an email address.

Small Business Recovery Loan Fund

*as of 3/20, funds are exhausted. Check back in


$10 Million Small Business Recovery Loan Fund for Massachusetts small
businesses and non-profits experiencing disruption due to COVID-19.



It will be made available immediately for any employers with fewer
than 50 full- and part-time employees who have been negatively
impacted by the coronavirus, including non-profits. Recipients can
access up to $75,000, with no payments for the first six months.



Loans are immediately available to eligible businesses with no
payments due for the first 6 months. Massachusetts Growth Capital
Corporation (MGCC) has capitalized the fund and will administer it.



Application is on MGCC’s website, EmpoweringSmallBusiness.org.



Completed applications can be sent via email to mgcc@massgcc.com
with the subject line “2020 Small Business Recovery Loan Fund”.



MGCC can be reached by email: mgcc@massgcc.com

Business: Fair Labor Standard


COVID-19 or Other Public Health Emergencies and the Fair Labor
Standards Act (FLSA) Questions and Answers


https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/flsa/pandemic



Guidance on who is entitled to compensation



Guidance on how to treat volunteers in the event of staff shortage



Guidance on employees working from home

Business: Unemployment


Unemployment Insurance (UI) Benefits. We just passed a bill that was
signed into law, which waives the one-week waiting period for UI
benefits if the unemployment is a result of any circumstances related to
or resulting from COVID-19.



UI is also expanded to cover workers who are quarantined or need to
care for family members with COVID-19 and workers whose employers
temporarily cease operations. We understand that there is a lot more to
be done, and we are working diligently to address many different issues
with many moving parts.



Here is a link with more information about MA COVID-19
Unemployment. Filing for unemployment – one week waiting period
waived – PASSED


https://www.mass.gov/resource/information-on-unemployment-andcoronavirus-covid-19

MassHealth and Massachusetts
Health Connector


MassHealth will cover all Coronavirus testing and treatment. It is
allowing early refills and 90-day supplies of medicine. Also, it will
cover telemedicine and has expanded telehealth and telephonic
services for behavioral and physical healthcare.



If you meet the income standard, need COVID-19 testing, and do
not have health insurance, you will be automatically enrolled in
MassHealth.



MassHealth has expanded insurance eligibility for uninsured
residents who turn up at hospitals with an illness.



Massachusetts Health Connector has opened a special enrollment
period for healthcare coverage through April 25 for those who are
uninsured.

Guidance Affecting Drivers


The Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV) will
implement a 60-day extension to the current
expiration date for Class D, Class DMs, ID cards,
and Learner’s Permits within the RMV system. All
individuals with expired/expiring credentials
dated between March 1, 2020 and April 30,
2020, will continue to have an active status until
sixty (60) days after the expiration date printed
on their credential.

Protections for Residential Tenants


Residential customers will continue to have electric and
gas utility service during this state of emergency by
putting in place a moratorium to suspend all shut-offs of
gas and electric utilities, including Municipal Light and
Gas Plants, for residential customers during the COVID19 State of Emergency.



Additionally, Eversource has announced that they are
postponing disconnections for nonpayments for
residential and business customers across their electric,
natural gas, and water operations.

